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The emerging ecological crisis: "air eutrophication"

Wang Haijun', Sun Yanfeng', Liu Ying', Xu Chi*

(1. School of Ecology and Environmental Science; Institute for Ecological Research and Pollution Control of Plateau Lakes,

Yunnan University, Kunming 650500, China; 2. School of Life Sciences, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: The presence of algae in aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems can spill over into the atmosphere through a variety

of natural and anthropogenic processes to form airborne algae. As factors such as aquatic and terrestrial eutrophication, air con-

tamination, climate warming and artificial light at night intensify increase, the interactions between these factors may further

stimulate the growth and spread of airborne algae and their toxins, ultimately leading to a cascading effect of "air eutrophica-

tion".

And this new emerging cascading effect will likely pose a serious threat to human health and ecosystems.

Keywords: cascading effect; air eutrophication; airborne algae; algal toxin
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