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Spatial Patterns and Gravity Centers Migration of China's Tourist Population During 2000 —2014
Fu Qiang'?, Dong Suocheng®,Yang Hongxin', Li Yu®*, Li Zehong®

(1.College of Tourism, ITenan Normal University, Xinxiang 453007, China;

2.Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy ol Sciences, Beijing 100101, China)

Abstract: This paper aims to examine the spatial patterns and the gravity centers evolution of China's tourist population.
By means of statistical data from 2000 to 2014, the Moran's I, LISA and spatial gravity center methods are utilized to analyse
it. Results show that; 1) The China's tourist population can be divided into three stages, respectively. Stage I is during 2000
and 2004 with slow growth characteristics; stage II is during 2005 and 2009 with stable growth characteristics, and stage 11l is
during 2010 and 2014 with rapid growth characteristics. 2) It has the characteristics of spatial clustering, and the degree of
clustering gradually increases over the time. Provinces in West China mostly show "low-low" clustering, while that of provinces
in the East China has great variation, 3) There exist characteristics of "first northward migration, and then westward and
southward migration" in the gravity centers curve for tourist population of China during 2000 and 2014, More important is that

2010 is the time point for the northward migration and westward & southward migration.

Keywords: China's tourist population; spatial patterns; gravity centers migration
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